Course Possibilities for Fall Session 2008

We are planning ahead for courses for the Fall Session which will run, Allah willing, from the beginning of October to mid-December 2008. It is our goal to present courses that will be of both benefit and interest to you. The final decision on what classes will be offered is dependent on a number of factors, including demand and open time slots. Personally, I would prefer to continue the three courses presently offered (Arabic Grammar, Purification of the Soul—and Authority of the Sunnah changing to The Preservation of the Sunnah) while adding one or two more classes. However, that will occur only if there is a demand for those classes.
Note that most of these courses are proposed as more than one session long. The only one that has a prerequisite is Arabic 1b (which is a continuation of Arabic 1 of the Summer Session). For the most part, these are all courses that I have given before and previous students considered beneficial.
Please fill out and return this form within the next week or so. If you have receive this by e-mail, feel free to pass this e-mail on to anyone you think may be interested in any of these classes. Place a checkmark in front of any course you would be seriously interested in. A very small space has been left between the courses in case you wish to write a comment.
Possible Courses
Islamic Business Law I – the Fiqh of Contracts: This will be the first in a series of sessions that intends to cover the theory of contracts in Islamic law and then move on to an analysis of contemporary fiqh transactions.
Islam and Contemporary Controversies I: This is planned to cover broadly the following issues: human rights, terrorism, democracy, the cartoon controversy, the law of apostasy, globalization.
Contemporary Fiqh Issues I: – abortion, organ transplants, brain-dead, vegetative state issues, insurance, etc.

Commentary on Fiqh al-Sunnah: Explanation of the well-known book available in English and Arabic.
Fiqh Issues for women (but not a course for women only) – starting with the traditional tahaarah, etc., until political and work issues.

Selections from the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi: In-depth commentary based on the author’s book.
Introduction to Usool al-Fiqh (Islamic Legal Theory)
Commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari

Purification of the Soul II: Continuation of previous class but previous class is not a prerequisite.
The Preservation of the Sunnah

Arabic 1b (Prerequisite: Arabic 1a—the class held in the summer)

Arabic 1a: Course reoffered for new students. Some have suggested that there may be a demand for this class. Do you think people would be interested in it?
Actions of the Heart: Both positive and negative: Love, fear, tawakkul, hasad, etc.

Principles of Tafseer and the Methodology of the Mufasireen

History of the Quran (the seven ahruf, the compilation of the Quran and the seven plus readings)

The Principles of Aqeedah (eventually leading to a commentary on the Aqeedah of al-Tahaawi)

Extremism

The Fiqh of Marriage

Human Rights and Islamic Law

The meaning and importance of the Prayer: This class will cover the importance and benefits of the prayer; the ruling concerning one who does not pray; the meaning and significance of the words that we say in the prayer, etc. 
How to Approach and Understand the Quran: A discussion and further elaboration on the author’s book.

If you are interested in more than one course, how many courses do you reasonably expect to take?
What are the best times for you for the courses?

Review of Current Course
Course being Reviewed: ________________________________________________
How did the course relate to the text? Was it too close to the text, too distant, etc.

Was the course too in-depth, not in-depth enough, just right?
What suggestions, if any, do you have to increase the quality of the classes?
